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The Single Market & European Retail
Alliances: essential for lower prices and
consumer choice

EuroCommerce, the European association of retailers and wholesalers, urges the Commission to act to
protect the EU Single Market against the extra-territorial application of national law in the context of
European retail alliances. This is in the context of the recent fine imposed on Eurelec, a European retail
alliance based in Brussels, by the French authorities for continuing negotiations with suppliers beyond
the deadline of 1 March set by French law.

Christel Delberghe, EuroCommerce Director General, stated: “The Commission reinforced the idea that
there should be One Europe, One Market at the Alden Biesen summit. This means taking action on
national rules that undermine the Single Market and removing territorial supply constraints. We asked
the European Commission in 2023 to urgently address the violation by France of EU rules on choice of
law and free movement with the French authorities and now is the time to act.”

During the Alden Biesen summit, the European Commission, together with the leaders of EU
Member States set out the objective of achieving a ‘One Europe, One Market’ by end of 2027 on the
basis of the recommendations of the Letta and Draghi reports. President von der Leyen called to ‘crack
down on gold-plating and fragmentation’ through a ‘deep regulatory housecleaning’ at all levels,
warning that ‘barriers inside Europe hurts us more than tariffs from outside’.

In December 2023, EuroCommerce lodged a complaint against Loi n° 2023- 221 du 30 mars 2023 (also
known as Egalim 3 or ‘Loi Descrozaille’) which infringes EU law by imposing French law and giving
exclusive jurisdiction to French courts for all commercial negotiations that involve products sold on the
French market. In its 2025 report on France, the European Commission warned that the extra-
territorial application of the EGalim laws can ‘prevent retailers from using single market freedoms and
consumers from benefiting from competitive prices and a larger choice of products.’

A recent Regulation approved by the European Parliament on cross-border enforcement of the
Directive on unfair trading practices clarified that Member States cannot enforce their national law
extraterritorially (and especially national sanctions).

Retailers and wholesalers use retail alliances to bring consumers more choice and competitive prices
for everyday products. European retail alliances deal with large manufacturers to negotiate better
terms for consumers for everyday packaged food and non-food products such as cosmetics, shampoo
or detergents. They help overcome the territorial supply constraints (TSCs) imposed by global brands,
so that consumers enjoy the benefits of the Single Market. They do not deal with farmers or SMEs.
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https://www.eurocommerce.eu/app/uploads/2023/12/20231213-eurocommerce-urges-european-commission-to-take-action-against-french-rules-on-b2b-commercial-relations.pdf
https://economy-finance.ec.europa.eu/document/download/9f4d2810-f2df-4b16-8eb8-7189923a7622_en?filename=FR_CR_SWD_2025_210_1_EN_autre_document_travail_service_part1_v3.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sOxK-yMMVpM
https://www.eurocommerce.eu/singlemarket4all/
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Question from MEP Walsmann to the European Commission: Parliamentary question | Follow-up
guestion to question E-003355/2025 on EGalim IIl | E-005029/2025...

Article: Retail Alliances: Working for European consumers - EuroCommerce

Article: Divided we fall? Grocery retail alliances under the lens of Article 101 TFEU, P. Chauve, R. di
Giovanni Bezzi

Presentation: Retail Alliances — Lessons from Anti-Trust Investigations, P. Chauve

For Background:

Territorial supply constraints or ‘TSCs’ were identified by the European Commission as one of the
‘Terrible Ten’ barriers in the Single Market, echoing calls from numerous Member States to address
such behaviour of large multinational brands which hurts consumers. For further information,

see here.

Retail alliances are voluntary cooperation agreements between retailers and wholesalers across
different EU countries. They secure better purchasing terms that lower prices, expand choice and
support innovation. They operate within the framework of relevant national and EU laws, including
the Commission’s horizontal guidelines and the Directive on unfair trading practices.

The harmonised rules of the UTP Directive apply throughout all of the EU and cannot be
circumvented. The European Parliament has confirmed that farmers dealing with buyers outside the
EU are protected.

Retail alliances are constantly under scrutiny by competition authorities to ensure they deliver pro-
competitive effects. The Commission is currently further examining retail alliances to complement
the findings of their 2020 report that found little impact of alliances on farmers, and that the existing
regulatory toolbox is sufficient to address possible concerns.

Contact:

Daniela Haiduc | Director of Communications, haiduc@eurocommerce.eu

EuroCommerce is the principal European organisation representing the retail and wholesale sector. It
embraces national associations in 28 countries and 5 million companies, including leading global players
and many small businesses. Over a billion times a day, retailers and wholesalers distribute goods and
provide an essential service to millions of businesses and individual customers. The sector generates 1in 7
jobs, offering a varied career to 26 million Europeans, many of them young people. It also supports millions
of further jobs throughout the supply chain, from small local suppliers to international businesses.
EuroCommerce is the recognised European social partner for the retail and wholesale sector.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-10-2025-005029_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-10-2025-005029_EN.html
https://www.eurocommerce.eu/updates/retail-alliances-working-for-european-consumers/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facademic.oup.com%2Fjeclap%2Farticle-abstract%2F15%2F7%2F463%2F7862686&data=05%7C02%7Cpernas%40eurocommerce.eu%7C80a83c2fd703481ea7d908dd9de5f9dd%7C7ad3b2e0bffb4b7fa545960388398fd8%7C0%7C0%7C638840333256790393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YzvmepUDdljiq7icFiVsq7IBW2LjJ3HR%2FUWf%2BzgCgEM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facademic.oup.com%2Fjeclap%2Farticle-abstract%2F15%2F7%2F463%2F7862686&data=05%7C02%7Cpernas%40eurocommerce.eu%7C80a83c2fd703481ea7d908dd9de5f9dd%7C7ad3b2e0bffb4b7fa545960388398fd8%7C0%7C0%7C638840333256790393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YzvmepUDdljiq7icFiVsq7IBW2LjJ3HR%2FUWf%2BzgCgEM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/philippe-chauve-144a5b30b_retail-alliances-lessons-from-antitrust-investigations-ugcPost-7426749586607755264-_14o?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAACIC2QkB6LWENm-OtuMEFsZZcXLAn2Zor1g
https://www.eurocommerce.eu/singlemarket4all/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/european-parliament_farmers-and-small-producers-are-now-more-activity-7429827103489097730-EqE5?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAACIC2QkB6LWENm-OtuMEFsZZcXLAn2Zor1g
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/philippe-chauve-144a5b30b_retail-alliances-lessons-from-antitrust-investigations-activity-7426749587694039040-xPpN/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAACAiMHoBIYfNWtZKpwcWzw1v09p3I99KJ8M
https://www.eurocommerce.eu/2025/12/retail-alliances-a-key-to-affordability-and-competitiveness/
https://www.eurocommerce.eu/app/uploads/2022/08/2020.05.13-ERAs-PR.pdf

