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Press Release 

EuroCommerce statement on the 
passing of Jacques Delors 
The European retail and wholesale sector received, with great sadness, the news of the passing 
of Jacques Delors. Mr. Delors played a pivotal role in shaping the European Union and he leaves 
behind a legacy of dedication to the principles of unity, cooperation, peace and progress. 

His visionary leadership and commitment to a united and prosperous Europe, as President of 
the European Commission from 1985 to 1995, was instrumental in advancing economic 
integration and was transformative for the European project. 

His work on the Single Market, the Euro, the Schengen area, enlargement and social dialogue, 
has fundamentally changed our sector, generating huge benefits for consumers and businesses 
including better prices, wider choice and increased innovation.  

We extend our heartfelt condolences to Mr. Delors' family, friends, and the European 
community. May his memory serve as a reminder of the enduring importance of collaboration 
and of our shared values in the EU. 
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EuroCommerce is the principal European organisation representing the retail and wholesale sector. It 
embraces national associations in 27 countries and 5 million companies, including leading global players 
and many small businesses. Over a billion times a day, retailers and wholesalers distribute goods and 
provide an essential service to millions of business and individual customers. The sector generates 1 in 7 
jobs, offering a varied career to 26 million Europeans, many of them young people. It also supports millions 
of further jobs throughout the supply chain, from small local suppliers to international businesses. 
EuroCommerce is the recognised European social partner for the retail and wholesale sector. 
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