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EuroCommerce is the principal European organisation representing the retail and wholesale sector. It embraces national associations in 27 
countries and 5 million companies, including leading global players and many small businesses. Over a billion times a day, retailers and 
wholesalers distribute goods and provide an essential service to millions of business and individual customers. The sector generates 1 in 7 jobs, 
offering a varied career to 26 million Europeans, many of them young people. It also supports millions of further jobs throughout the supply 
chain, from small local suppliers to international businesses. EuroCommerce is the recognised European social partner for the retail and 
wholesale sector. 

 

 
Retailers and wholesalers support harmonising EU rules 

for packaging and a true Single Market for waste 
 

Responding to the draft revised Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation published today, EuroCommerce 
Director General Christel Delberghe commented:  

“Our sector wants a directly applicable Regulation with clearly defined harmonised rules at the EU level, 
because only so can we protect our environment through better waste management and recycling and ensure 
that Europe achieves the objectives of the Green Deal and the new Circular Economy Action Plan. We are 
therefore pleased to see that the Commission has proposed a Regulation on waste and packaging waste to 
replace the existing Directive and call on the legislators to keep this level of harmonisation.”  

Retailers and wholesalers support the efforts to reduce the complexity of packaging materials and to 
(re)design packaging to allow for better recycling. For the products under our control, the sector has already 
started to actively change and review the packaging used and the composition of these products.  

This proposal is urgently needed to update the main rules all packaging placed on the EU market needs to 
fulfil, including recyclable packaging, recycled content in packaging and waste reduction. We are keen to 
work with the Commission under the regulation to reach the objective of all packaging being recyclable or 
reusable by 2030, and many of our businesses aim to reach this goal earlier. But to get there we believe that 
a number of other steps will be important, including:  

• Ensuring a high level of harmonisation on issues like sorting instructions which is key to safeguarding 
the free movement of goods in the Single Market while ensuring the availability of more sustainable 
packaging 

• Investment in and upscaling of public and private waste sorting and recycling infrastructure to ensure 
that recycled material is available in sufficient quantities at an affordable price 

• An EU one-stop-shop for Extended Producer Responsibility to make it easier for businesses to handle 
waste and use it as secondary raw material  

• Uniform enforcement and interpretation of the legislation by the Member States to harness the full 
potential of the Single Market 

• Accelerating development and approval of recycling technologies to use more recycled content in 
food packaging, while ensuring the safety of the packaged food  

• Ensuring that the new rules are consistent with the draft Eco-design for Sustainable Products 
Regulation and the upcoming proposal to revise the Waste Framework Directive 
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