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Commissioner Wojciechowski speaks to retailers &
wholesalers on agriculture of the future

In the latest of the series of EuroCommerce Policy Talks, Agriculture Commissioner Janusz Wojciechowski
is speaking today on his vision for the future of European agriculture, and addressing a range of issues
related to it. These include the impact of the COVID crisis on agriculture, sustainable food systems and
the EU Farm-to-Fork strategy, food waste and food security, farmers’ income and regulation in the food
supply chain, and the global and trade aspects of agriculture.

EuroCommerce Director-General Christian Verschueren said:

“As world leaders gather this week in New York to discuss sustainable food systems, we are very pleased
to welcome Commissioner Wojciechowski to our Policy Talk on sustainable agriculture. As a vital link with
consumers in the food supply chain, retailers and wholesalers have been very active in supporting the
Farm-to-Fork objectives and addressing the accelerating transition to sustainability across the supply
chain. They have been working with suppliers both of branded goods and our retailer brands to respond
to and encourage consumer demand for sustainable food options and a healthy lifestyle, as well as
reducing the environmental impact of their own business. Although retailers buy very little directly from
farmers — less than 5% of what they sell — they have a shared interest in a globally competitive agriculture
sector which prospers and successfully embraces this transition. This needs a regulatory regime which
supports dialogue and cooperation rather than national protectionism or inappropriate legislation from
which neither farmers nor consumers benefit”.

Retailers and wholesalers are fully committed to realising the overall objective of the Farm-to-Fork
strategy to create a sustainable food system. EuroCommerce was one of the first to sign the EU Code of
Conduct on Responsible Food Business and Marketing Practices launched in July, and has set out examples
of a wide range of initiatives on sustainability and healthy lifestyles on its dedicated website
#sustainablecommerce.

The Policy Talk can be accessed online on the dedicated EuroCommerce Policy Talks website or directly

on YouTube.
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EuroCommerce is the principal European organisation representing the retail and wholesale sector. It embraces national associations in 28 countries and 5 million
companies, both leading global players such as Carrefour, Ikea, Metro and Tesco, and many small businesses. Retail and wholesale is the link between producers and
consumers. Over a billion times a day, retailers and wholesalers distribute goods and provide an essential service to millions of business and individual customers.
The sector generates 1 in 7 jobs, offering a varied career to 26 million Europeans, many of them young people. It also supports millions of further jobs throughout the
supply chain, from small local suppliers to international businesses. EuroCommerce is the recognised European social partner for the retail and wholesale sector.
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