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Retail Forum for Sustainability
10 years of cooperation

Today EuroCommerce and ERRT celebrate the 10-year anniversary of the Retail Forum for
Sustainability and the Retail Environmental Action Programme (REAP) in a joint event organized
together with the European Commission. We value the close and constructive partnership we have
enjoyed with the European Commission and other signatories in the Retail Environmental Action
Programme. We are now looking forward to the next chapter.

In 2009, the European Commission launched their Sustainable Consumption and Production Action
Plan. It recognised the important contribution retailers make to sustainability and to influencing
sustainable consumption. This generated the Retailers’ Environmental Action Plan, a voluntary
initiative co-chaired by retailers and the European Commission, aimed at reducing environmental
impacts in the retail sector and its supply chain, promoting more sustainable products, and providing
better information to consumers.

Over those years, sustainability has become mainstream. We are now glad to be working towards the
next phase of our cooperation within the Commission’s efforts around the European Green Deal,
which is being presented today.

Kestutis Sadauskas, Director Circular Economy and Green Growth, European Commission, said:

“The retail sector can play an important role in promoting the circular economy, raising consumer
engagement and greening the supply chain. We look forward to scaling up and accelerating the
transition to a circular economy with retailers through the European Circular Economy Stakeholder
Platform, to deliver on our joint commitments to fight climate change and biodiversity loss and
promote resource efficiency.”

EuroCommerce Director-General, Christian Verschueren, added:

“Our members have been very active over the last 10 years, with voluntary action and in applying
evolving rules to help build a sustainable, circular economy. They have done so by working on their
own operations, and by persuading their suppliers and customers to act. They are committed to
stepping this up in the future, but this needs all parts of the supply chain, and public authorities to play
a constructive role.”

ERRT Director-General, Susanne Czech, continued:

“Europe is leading the world towards a circular economy shift and our members, large contributors to
the European Union economy, are keen to play a leading role in shaping it in Europe. The Retail Forum
today has showed us once again how important it is to gather all actors across the value chain around
the table when discussing circular economy. Circular Economy is a strategic cornerstone and a
collective calling, an opportunity for stakeholders to work together and make a real difference.”
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EuroCommerce is the principal European organisation representing the retail and wholesale sector. It embraces
national associations in 31 countries and 5.4 million companies, both leading global players such as Carrefour,
Ikea, Metro and Tesco, and many small businesses. Retail and wholesale provide a link between producers and
500 million European consumers over a billion times a day. It generates 1 in 7 jobs, providing a varied career for
29 million Europeans, many of them young people. It also supports millions of further jobs throughout the supply
chain, from small local suppliers to international businesses. EuroCommerce is the recognised European social
partner for the retail and wholesale sector.

The European Retail Round Table (ERRT) ERRT brings together the CEOs of Europe’s largest multi-national retail
companies who share their collective experience and ideas with policy makers in view of giving Europe’s
consumers better access to the benefits of the Single Market. ERRT members are active in a variety of retail
markets, including food, furniture, fashion, and electronics, amongst others. Each retailer has both physical
stores as well as multichannel operations in Europe. The retail sector is of fundamental importance to the
European economy and the well-being of EU citizens. ERRT promotes a Single Market in Retail, the delivery of a
more sustainable consumption model, and the creation of new market opportunities globally.

The Retail Forum for Sustainability is a multi-stakeholder platform set up in order to exchange best practices
on sustainability in the European retail sector and to identify opportunities and barriers that may further or
hinder the achievement of sustainable consumption and production. Retailers in Europe are in an exceptional
position to promote more sustainable consumption not only via their daily contact with millions of European
consumers, but also through their own actions and their partnerships with suppliers. The Retail Forum has
been working on bringing to the fore more environmentally friendly and energy-efficient products as well as
providing better information to consumers on how to use products in the most ecologically efficient way. Click
here to learn more on this innovative initiative.
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